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NEWSLETTER 
The mission of the Mercer Island Historical Society is to  

collect, preserve, research, record, and make available  

the heritage of Mercer Island.  
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Pacific Northwest Modernism. 
 
 
 

Monday, September 21st, 1PM 
 

Through the 1950s and into the 1960s, 
the residential build-out of the island 
progressed.  This included architect 
designed homes that respected the 
unique geography and nature of the 
region.  We will be discussing this mid-
century legacy and how it can be pre-
served in an era witnessing rampant 
tear-downs. 
 
Chris Moore is Executive Director, 
Washington Trust for Historic  
Preservation and an Island resident. 
Michael Houser is Architectural His-
torian, Washington Department of Ar-
chaeology & Historic Preservation 
Todd Scott is Preservation Architect, 
King County Historic Preservation Pro-
gram. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Michael Luis  
Center for Wooden Boats  

 

 
Lake Washington  
Maritime History 

 
 

Monday,  October 19th, 1PM 
 

This region is rich in maritime history 
and Lake Washington is home to much 
of this legacy - ferries, logging, and 
industry.  Michael will discuss this and 
the larger picture of Puget Sound's 
roots in boats and the maritime indus-
tries. 
 
 
 

Michael Luis is an author, lecturer and 
City Council Member from Medina and 
current  Executive Director of Seattle's 
Center for Wooden Boats .  His history 
newsletter  can be found on-line.   
Century 21 City 
Seattle’s Fifty Year Journey 
From World’s Fair to World Stage 
 
 
 

 
 

Clay Eals  
Southwest Seattle Historical Society 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Original Social Media 
Face to Face 

 
 

Monday, November 16th, 1 PM 
 
 
 

A Mercer Island graduate, Clay will be 
talking about how history is not just 
100 years ago but is in our lifetimes 
and how we are making history and 
must document and preserve it.  There 
will be a short VHS tape shown which 
depicts a late 1960s windshield-eyes 
view of a drive on Mercer Island. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Clay Eals is Executive Director of the 
Southwest Seattle Historical  
Society, located in the Log House in 
West Seattle.  He graduated from Mer-
cer Island High School and the Univer-
sity of Oregon with a degree in journal-
ism.  He worked for the Portland Ore-
gonian and other newspapers before 
returning “home” to the Seattle area.    
 
  

 

Location Of All Programs: 

Mercer Island  

Community  & Events Center 

8236 SE 24th Street 

Mercer Island, WA 

http://cwb.org
http://mercerislandhistory.org
http://loghousemuseum.info
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/blog/2013/08/chris-moore-takes-over-at-the-washington-trust-for-historic-preservation/
http://mercerislandhistory.org/events.html


Mercer Island Historical Society 

P. O. Box 111 

Mercer Island, WA 98040 

 

All Meetings Held At: 
Mercer Island  

Community & Event Center 
8236 SE 24th Street 
Mercer Island, WA 

 

Contact Us: 

          
      (206) 232-9442    
       (206) 232-3404 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Mercer Island Historical Society 
Board of Directors 

 

 President:         Susan Blake 
           Secretary:         Sally Brown 
       Treasurer:         Rand Ginn 
 

Board Members 
        Kris Dobbyn 
        Karen Diltz 
        Dr. Bob Lewis 
        Tove Lund 
                       Ed Rice 

   Bruce Waddell   

       Michael Wright 
    

Mercer Island Historical Society 
P.O. Box 111 

Mercer Island, WA  98040  
 

The Mercer Island Historical Society  

is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.  

All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

 Special donations are  

Our award winning and best-selling book, Mercer 
Island History , From Haunted Wilderness to  
Coveted Community, makes a wonderful holiday 
gift or a keep-sake to send off with students going 
away to college.   It’s available at Island Books, 
3014 78th Ave SE or call 206.232.6920 

President's Message:  

After a long, hot summer, we welcome Fall and the return to our routines. 
 

Our lineup of speakers for our General Meetings is stellar. September 21 we 
will explore mid-century modern architecture on Mercer Island with Chris 
Moore from the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation. Staff from the 
Development Services Department of the City of Mercer Island will be on 
hand to clarify city policies on historic preservation issues as well. 
 

On October 19, Michael Luis, author, lecturer and City Council Member from 
Medina and current Director of Seattle's Center for Wooden Boats will tell us 
about the history of the watercraft that serviced the shores of Mercer Island 
and the region before the bridges were built. 
 

November 16th former Mercer Islander Clay Eals, Executive Director of 
Southwest Seattle Historical Society will share old photos of MI from the 
1930s to 1950s. This should be a trip down memory lane for some and a 
peek at the past for others. 
 

Join us at the Community Center at 1 pm for all the above dates and enjoy! 
 

See you there, 

 

Susan Blake   
 


